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Highlights of Insect Conditions 


ARMY CUTWORM active in alfalfa in several central and southern 
counties of Kansas, (page 213), 

PEA APHID abundant in alfalfa in areas of Arizona and Louisiana, 
Also reported from California, Maryland, and Oklahoma, 

(pages 214, 221). 


ARMY WORM infestation moderately heavy in Acadia Parish, 
Louisiana, (page 210), 


REENBUG populations heavy in some fields in Payne County, 
oS) 


Oklahoma, Small numbers in other counties, (page 221), 


PAUL INSHC?T conditions in Kearney vill le, West Virginia area. 
(page 215), 


LEAF MINERS active on truck crops in areas of Florida and 
California, (pages 217, 222), 


CATTLE GRUBS showing up in Tennessee, Fly activity at peak in 
central and northern Oklahoma. (page 220), 


First reported records of season. (page 228). 
Summary INSECT CONDITIONS - 1953 - West Virginia. (page 224). 
TOBACCO CYST NEMATODE survey 1951-538. (page 227). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending March 12 unless 
otherwise designated. 


WEATHER BUREAU'S 30-DAY OUTLOOK 
Mid-March to Mid-April 1954 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for the period from mid- 
March to mid-April calls for temperatures to average below 
seasonal normals over the eastern half of the nation with greatest 
departures over the Southeast. Over the western half of the 
country temperatures averaging not far from seasonal normals 
are expected, except for below normal along the West Coast. 


Precipitation is predicted to exceed normal in the Northeast, 
Northern Plains and along the West Coast, while subnormal 
amounts are in prospect for Texas and bordering states, Else- 
vhere about normal amounts are indicated. 


*This report released by the Weather Bureau on March 16, 1904 


Weather forecast given here is based on the official 30 day "Resume 
and outlook, "published twice a month by the Weather Bureau... You 
can subscribe through Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 
D.C, Price: $4.80 a year, $2. 40 for six months. | 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 16, 1054 


The weather of the week was featured by an intense general cyclonic 
storm over the central portion of the Country on the llth and 12th, 
High winds whipped the dry, loose topsoil in the central and lower 
Great Plains into severe duststorms that lowered visibility almost 

to zero in some areas, and further damaged pastures and small 
grains, Blizzard conditions prevailed in Wyoming, South Dakota, 
and parts of Nebraska on the 12th, and severe sleet and glaze in 
eastern and soutnern South Dakota, northeastern Nebraska, northern 
Iowa and southern Minnesota caused heavy damage to utility lines. 

In northern Iowa alone the telephone company estimated it would 

take $500, 000 to repair lines. Heavy drifting snow blocked many roads. 
The storm moved northeastward across the lower Great Lakes 
region and New England on the 12th and 18th, and moderate rains 

and thunderstorms occurred in most sections east of the Mississippi. 
(Weather continued on page 222 ). 


CHEREAL AND FORAGE INSHCTS 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) ~- UTAH - Adults appearing on 
warm days in Cache, Salt Lake and Utah Counties, March 9, (Knowlton). 


EGYPTIAN ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera brunneipennis) - CALIFORNIA~ 
Found in San Bernardino County for first time, February 1/7. Light 
infestation on.alfalfa, (Armitaje), Light infestation in alfalfa in 
Imperial County, during February. “(Calif, ‘Coop, Ins..-Rept,.). 
ARIZONA “One-hundred larvae, 10 adults in 20 sweeps of alfalfa 

near Mesa, (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


ARMY CUTWORM (Chorizagrotis auxiliaris) - KANSAS - Alfalfa 
fields in 17 central and southern counties examined for insect pests, 
Of 20 fields examined, 15 infested with army cutworms, average of 
one to five per square foot. Cloud, Ottawa, Lincoln and McPherson 
Counties had highest infestations, Growers in Cloud, Ottawa and 
McPherson Counties spraying. (Matthew). 


CUTWORMS - UTAH - Threatening infestation found in one alfalfa 
field at Minersville, March 5. (Knowlton). LOUISIANA - Light 
infestation of varieyated cutworm (Periodroma margaritosa) on white 
clover pasture sod in Acadia and St. Landry Parishes, Average of 

4 cutworms per square foot. (Burns). 


ALFALFA CATERPILLAR (Colias philodice eurytheme) - TEXAS - 


Lignt local infestation near Rockwall, . None to one larva per 20 
sweeps. Few adults noted. (Garner). 


LYGUS BUGS (Lygus spp.) - ARIZONA - Twelve nymphs per 20 
Sweeps in alfalfa near Mesa. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). TEXAS - 


Tarnished plant buy (Lygus Uneolaris) light, one to two per 20 sweeps, on 
vetch and small grain near Rockwall. (Garner), 


A LEAF ROLLER (Platynota stultana) - ARIZONA - Four larvae 
per 20 sweeps of alfalfa near Mesa, (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


‘HAAS LEAF-CUTTING ANT (Atta texana) - TEXAS - Medium local 
infestation on clover and jardens near Brenham, One colony 44 
feet in diameter; a.other 15 feet by 80 feet. (Weaver). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - ARIZONA - Abundant, around 100 
per sweep, in alfalfa near Mesa, (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). CALIFORNIA- 
Serious infestations on alfalfa in Kern County during February. 

(Calits | COoon lms wuiRewt nn ee ISAS - No pea aphids observed in 
alfalfa examined in central and southern counties. (Matthew). 
LOUISIANA - Heavy infestation on alfalfa in Tensas Parish. (Burns). 
Alfalfa Pests Egg Survey, New Jersey (CEIR, Vol. 4, No. 8, page 
152) refers to abundance of MEADOW SPITTLEBUG eggs. (Merrill). 


LEAF HOPPERS (Dikraneura carneola and Aceratagallia sanguinolenta) - 
UTAH - Active on warmer days on roadside grasses and weeds. 
(Knowlton). 


AN ARMYWORM (Leucania latiuscula) - FLORIDA - Some sugarcane 
fields heavily infested at Bryant. (Questel). 

SPOTTED CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diabrotica undecimpunctata nowardi) - 
TEXAS - Light local infestation on ve ae h and barley near Rockwall. 

Two adults per 20 sweeps. (Garner). 


MITES - MISSISSIPPI - Mites, probably Penthaleus major, infesting 
wheat at Leland. (Dunnam), TEMAS = Wight local imtestationior 
Penthaleus major on barley and vetch near Rockwall. (Garner). 


CABBAGE LOOPER (Trichoplusia ni) - TEXAS - Larvae attacking 
vetch very lightly near Rockwall. (Garner), 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) - FLORIDA - 
Population delayed by rain and cool weather at Belle Glade. Myrtle 
warblers feeding on adults, (Questel), 


APHIDS - CALIFORNIA - Undetermined species damaged barley in 
Tea (Cotten during February (California Coop. Ins. Rept..). 
ARIZONA ~ Severe in some fields of barle ey beginning to head in 
Maricopa and Ping Counties. (Ariz, Coop, Rept.). TEXAS - Aphis 
medicaginis or Marcrosiphum pisi attacking fall-planted alfalfa very 
heavily in one f ield near Hereror (Clearman). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - KANSAS - None observed in 17 
central and southern counties, (Matthew). 


ENG, GRAIN APHID(Macrosiphum granarium) - KANSAS - Very 
light infestations, 1 to 5 aphids per 25 sweeps, in wheat in Sumner 
and Cowley Counties. Both winged and wingless forms in the 
larger wheat. (Matthew). 


ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) - LOUISIANA - Moderately heavy 
infestation, average about 40 per 100 sweeps, in wheat and oats in 
Acadia Parish. Most larvae about mature. (Burns). 


CORRECTIONS: Vol, 4, No, 10, page 196.under."LEAPHOPPERS - 
ARIZONA - Three to 500 per 100 sweeps--" should read "Three 

hundred to 500 per 100 sweeps--"; page 197 under "ARMY CUTWORM - 
KANSAS - Two to six larvae per square foot in fields surveyed--" 
should read "Two to six larvae per square foot in infested fields 
surveyed--", 


FRUIT INSECTS 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) - WEST VIRGINIA - Number 
of wintering larvae under »ark on trees is about normal; however, 
survival percentage relatively high. (Hamstead). 


WOOLLY APPLE APHID (Eriosoma lanigerum) - WEST VIRGINIA - 
Winterng females on apple limb and twig scars numerous and 
widespread in Kearneyville area, Twig galls numerous. (Hamstead). 


FORBES SCALE (Aspidiotus forbesi) - WEST VIRGINIA - Widespread 
in apple orchards in Kearneysville area, but intensity probably less 
than 1953. Winter survival generally high. (Hamstead). 


SPIDER MITES - WEST VIRGINIA - Tetranychus spp. common under 
bark in apple orchards, though probably less than normal. European 
red mite (Metatetranychus ulmi) wintering egg population below 

normal for Kearneysville area, One large population of Bryobia sp. 
found in commercial block. Some hatching had taken place. (Hamstead). 


APHIDS - WEST VIRGINIA - Wintering egg population generally below 
normal in Kearneyville area. (Hamstead). 


A LYGUS BUG (Lygus elisus) ~ UTAH - Adults active in small numbers 
in orchards and berry patches. (Knowlton). 


EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacosoma americanum) - 
LOUISIANA - Infestation on wild cherry in East Baton Rouge Parish. 
Larvae ranging up to nearly mature. (Burns), 


OLIVE SCALE (Parlatoria oleae) - CALIFORNIA - Newly-infested 
area found in Merced County. Heavy infestations on peaches in 
parts of Stanislaus County. Some heavy infestations on plums in 
Kern County. Light to medium on olive trees in Glenn County. 
(Cali, (Coop. tins! Repta:) Hebi 


PLANT BUGS - FLORIDA -Nymphs and adults, 0 to 4 per bloom 
panicle, on avocado and mango in Dade County. (Wolfenbarger). 


APHIDS ON CITRUS - FLORIDA - Infestation not expected to reach 
peak before middle of April. (Pratt, Thompson, Johnson). 

PURPLE SCALE (Lepidosaphes beckii) - FLORIDA - Hatch increasing 
slowly in citrus. Peak not expected until some time in April. 

(Pratt, Thompson, Johnson). 


SAN JOSE SCALE (Aspidiotus perniciosus) - TEXAS - Medium wide- 
infestation on pecan, peach and plum trees near Brenham. Limbs 
covered with scale, some limbs dead. (Weaver). 


CALIFORNIA RED SCALE (Aonidiella aurantii) - CALIFORNIA - 
Light to heavy in San Bernardino County citrus. Some medium 
infestations in Orange County. (Calif. Coop. Ins. Pest, Rept.,.Feb.). 


CITRUS RED MITE (Metatetranychus citri) - CALIFORNIA - Spotted 
but serious injury to citrus in Kern County. Medium to heavy damage 
in Orange County. Light to medium infestations in Riverside County; 
light to heavy in San Bernardino County, (Calif. Coop. Ins. Rept., 
Heb): 


A SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus yumensis) - ARIZONA - Severe in 
some citrus groves near Yuma; some already treated. (Ariz. Coop. 
Rept. ). 

iRUCK CROP UINSECES 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) - MISSISSIPPI - Turnips being 
injured in Kemper County. (Hutchins). 
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SPIDER MITES - ARIZONA: Tetranychus sp. damaging onions in 
one field.at-Phoeniz, (Ariz, Coon. Rept.). LOUISIANA - Heavy 
infestation on-strawberry plantin: a i St. Tammany Parish. (Burns). 
VIRGINIA - iTigdanoes spider mite (Tetranychus bimaculatus) light 
but well distribi ae nd on straw pee in Now. OLK & red. “(Brubak baker, 
reenwood, Hofmaster), FLORIDA - Average of I2 per leaflet 
On-strawoe rics in 1 Dade Cou: iy. All stages present, (Wolfenbarger). 
ARIZONA (ade aa ai note) ~ meee es spider mite becoming 
watermelons in Yuma rea; some already treated, 
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APHIDS - CALIFORNIA - General infe vtation of green peach aphid 
(Myzus persicae) on lettuce in Monterey County. ee 
Diego County, necessitating some 
lage, Calla, Voops dime. "Reptas Son), ARIZONA - ieee 
damasing numbers on lettuce in Maricopa County. (Ariz. Coop. 
Rept. ). VIRGINIA ~- Continue to build up on unharvested collards 
inter kale in Norfolk area, (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hef:naster). 
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LEAF MINERS (L iriomyza spp.) ~- FLORIDA ~ None to € per plan 
on potatoes, tomatocs, peansrand ee in Dade Coun oe AlL 
stages noted. (Wolfenvarger). Populations remain high on man 
crops including eggphmt, pepper, beans, and cucurbits in eastern 
Palm Beach Counts areca, (Genuny). 
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c ABB/ IGEWORMS - VIRGINIA - A few adults noted on recent warm 
days in No “oi ar ae (Greenwood, Brubaker, Hofmaster), 
LOUISIANA - Imported cabbageworm (Penis rapae) light on cal 

in Tangipsnca Mes ish, Medium heavy in Hast Baton Rouge een, 
Burns). 
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CABBAGE LOOPER, (Trichoplusia ni) - ARIZONA - Eggs and young 
larvae Deing found on lettuce at Phoenix, (/\riz, Shes Rept. ). 


CUTWORMS - FLORIDA <= Pre sy injuring strawberries 
in Lake. Worth area. _Fopi ulatio: eliia Sublerranes and ne grotis 
ypsilon fairly high in c Aeteoiaheiits area, Heavy feeding on cabbage, 

. (Genung), : 
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ARTICHOKE PLUME MOTH (Pla rs ia carduidactyla) - CALIFORNIA - 
Thirty to 36 percent damage to 30 CECSION Op ae SIGhD es in San Mateo 
County Lignin ve pene damn 2: in\Ssanta Cruz County. sDamace 
amounted to 30 percent in the main peed area of Monterey 
County, (Calif, Sch . Ins; Rept... Pepe. 
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VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listro olen costirostris obliquus) - VIRGINIA - 
Infesting some*large plantings of Spimach in Norfolk area, Injur 

noted in buds of sents. (Br ae Greenwood, Hofmaster), 

FLORIDA - Tndicat ions larvae in all undusted topacco beds at Greens- 
boro. Damage generally arate Ty venty-five to 50 percent of 

plants damayjed in margins in som. instances. (May, Guthrie). 


GREEN JUNE BEETLE (Cotinis nitida) ~ TENNESSEE ~- Larvae 
showing up in a few tobacco beds, (Mullett), MARYLAND - Larvae 
appearing in tobacco eds in Prince Georges County. Plants not 

ip yet, (Us) Wide, wimize Demi )e 


Insect Pests in Wovacco Plant Beds in Nori Carolinas Meigine mummers 
Ore Be BEETLES in W ake, aoa iston, Wayne, Beaufort and Nash 
Counties... WHITE GRUBS causing light to moderate damage in some 
beds in Duplin, Wayne, Beaufo me 6 and Roseson ee moderate 
to Severe in some beds 3 in Johnston, Nasn and Columous Counties, 
Damage on increase in Columbus County, MOLE CRICKETS causing 
damage, mostly very light, in several Southeastern counties. Small 
amount of damage from CRANE FLIES in Wayne and Beaufort 
Counties. Damage from a MIDGE severe and increasing in Columbus 
and Bladen Counties, March10. Light damage in several ae 
eastern cornties. (Scott), Some damage from CUTWORMS 
Columbus County. (Dogger, Rabb), 


COTTON INSECTS 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gos ossydela) - TEXAS ~ Results 
two excel ent co up years in South Wexas is cles ae indicated 
inasmuch as debris WES almost impossible to find by middle of 


February in many counties of this area where it TES eee the 
ee two years, In 1952, an average of 49. 63 live pink bollworms per 
100 bolls was found hibernating in surface debris; in 1953, this 
average dropped to 13.08 per 100 bolls; and in 1954 to February lo, 

7. ol per 100 bolls in surface debris. (Pink Bollworm Cont. Proj, ). 


- alg - 


BOLLWORM (Heliothis armigera) - LOUISIANA - First moth collected 
in light trap at Baton Rouge, Marcnl-. (Burns). 


FORMS. ORNAMENTA ie ‘AND SEH RE INSECTS 


SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE (Dendroctonus frontalis) - NORTH 
CAROLINA - Damage to shortleaf pine in several areas of Buncombe 
Commit. (Palmer), 

BRASTERN SPRUCE GALL APHID (Chermes ee - NEW JERSEY - 
Occurring generally throughout State, Heavy enough to require 
considerable control measures. (Merrill). 


HRIOPHYID MITES (Aceria. camelliae and Calacarus adornatus) - 
CALIFORNIA - Heavy populations caused m redium damaye to 
camellias in San Diejo County. (Calif. Coop. Ins, Rept. , meus ie 


STORED PRODUCT INSECTS 


A GRAIN BEETLE (Ahasverus advena) - NEW JERSEY -. Has been 
reported in several rejyions,... Previous records of this pest in 
State were very scattered. - (Merrill), 


RICE WEEVIL (Sitopnilus oryza) - NORTH CAROLINA - Active in 
corn and wheat in Northampton County. (Jameson, Jones). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


LICE ON LIVESTOCK - UTAH - Noted on Gattle inJuab, Salt Lake, 
Utah and Davis Counties, Situation on cattle demanding control 

in many areas, (Knowlton, Mar. 9). KANSAS ~ Apparently much 
greater abundance of cattle and hog lice in Mitchell, Cloud and 
Riley Counties than in preceding years, (Matthew), NORTH 
CAROLINA ~ Noted on cattle and hogs in Northampton County. 
(Jameson), TENNESSEE - Cattle ea Owing up in scattered 
area. (Mullett), 


PLIES - UTAH - Adults of several species have been active on 
warm days in northern area. (Knowlton, Mar. 5). 
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CATTLE GRUBS - KANSAS - Farmers report fewer cattle infested 
than last year. (Matthew). NORTH CAROLINA - Many cattle 
infested in Northampton County. (Jameson). TENNESSEE - 
Showing up in scattered areas, (Mullett), OKLAHOMA - Heel fly 
activity at maximum in central and northern areas, (Howell). 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - FLORIDA - Six adults per animal 
in herd of 25 cattle near Winter Garden. (Denmark), 
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BENEFICIAL INSECTS - CALIFORNIA - A parasite, Leucopis 
bella, effective on mealybugs in San Diego County. Reports from 
Orange County indicate that insect parasites and predators began 
to emerge due to favorable weather. In Riverside County, lacewings, 
syrphid larvae andassassinbugs were abundant in alfalfa fields in 
most areas, Some Orius sp. observed on alfalfa in Palo Verde 
Valley, (Calit (Coop. ins. Repte, Heow). 
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MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


AN EARWIG (Euborellia cincticollis) - CALIFORNIA - Light infes- 
tation found in orange orchard at Vidal, San Bernardino County. 
Nearest previously reported infestation was 38 miles south in 
Riverside County. (Armitage). 


BOXELDER BUG {Leptocoris trivittatus) - KANSAS - Numerous 
reports of increased populations from nearly all counties. (Matthew). 
UTAH ~ Unusually troublesome in buildings. (Knowlton). 


A SPIDER MITE (prob, Tetranychina apicalis) - LOUISIANA - Large 
numbers reported infesting houses in Abbeville. (Smith). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - KANSAS - Invading households 
in several counties and causing great annoyance, (Matthew). 
OKLAHOMA - Reported in homes in many parts of State. (Bower). 
UTAH - Annoyance in homes in northern area less in February 
than same time in 1958, (Knowlton). 


BARWIGS - NORTH CAROLINA - Widespread infestation in 
Jacksonville area, ( Allgood, Weeks, Scott). 
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RECENT IMPORTANT INTERCEPTIONS AT PORTS OF ENTRY 


Plant material for propagation from foreign countries inspected 

at various ports recently was found infested with the following 
insects: Adults of the MANGO WEEVIL, Sternochetus mangiferae, 
in mango seed from INDIA at Washington, D.C. (Gouldman); larvae 
of an ITONIDID, Rhabdophaga sp., in Salix stems from DENMARK 
at Hoboken, N.J. (Fenner, Roth); adults of a CHRYSOMELID, 
Paria sp. prob, variabilis in soil with Crataequs from JAPAN at 
seattle, Wash. (Hcss); an ALEYRODID, Aleuroloobus rhododendri‘Tak, 
- om rhododendron from “:> FORMOSA at San Pedro, California 
(Curry); larvae of an ELATERID, Limonius sp. in soil with plants 

' from GERMANY at New York, N.Y. (Tuthill, Costello}; and larvae 
of an unknown sub-family of SCARABAEIDAE, in soil with Hibiscus 
plants from TRINIDAD at Mobile, Alabama. (Turk). 


ADDITIONAL a 


MARYLAND - ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) adults found in 
clover field in one location in Montgomery County, March 9, 
CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (H. punctata) - One to three small larvae 
per alfalfa crown in fields in Frederick, Montgomery and Carroll 
Counties. CUTWORMS - 0 to 2 small larvae per crown in alfalfa 
fields in Frederick and Carroll Counties. PEA APHIDS scattered 
in alfalfa fields in Frederick, Montgomery and Carroll Counties. 
GRASSHOPPERS .- 6 egg pods found in 20 square feet examined in 
pasture field in Montgomery County, Eight egg pods in 9 square 
feet examined in alfalfa field in Frederick County. (U, Md., Ent. Dept. ). 


OKLAHOMA - Seventeen percent of overwintering SOUTHWESTERN 
CORN BORER (Diatraca grandiosella) examined in central area 
March 8 found dead. ear uthnot), PEA APHIDS light in alfalfa in 
Harmon County. (Bower), GREENBUG population as high as. 200 
per linear foot in a few fields in south Payne County. Parasites 

‘and predators increasing, Ellis, Roger Mills, Dewey and Blaine 
Counties report small numbers of greenbug, English grain aphid 
‘and a wheat mite, less than 5 per linear foot, also reported from 
this same area, '(Dahms, Stiles), 
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CALIFORNIA - CABBAGE APHID (Brevicoryne brassicae) still 
common on cabbage and related crops in Whittier area, requiring 
regular treatments. DARKLING BEETLES (Blapstinus spp.) 
causing damage to sprouting pepper plants in Oranye County. 
LEAF MINERS causing damage to young onions in San Fernando 
Valley. (Campbell). 


Weather Continued 


As colder air that moved into the Great Plains behind the storm 

- crossed the Southern States on the 18th, tornados occurred in the 
Columbus-Macon area of Georgia, killing 8 persons, injuring 90, 
and resulting in supstantial crop damage in addition to property - 
losses estimated at $25, 000, 000, Two major tornadoes struck in 
this same general area in the spring of 1903, Colder air moving 
into southern areas behind the storm: damaged some citrus and | 
truck in Arizona on the 18th when the mercury fell to 32° at Phoenix 
and 29° at Tucson. Frost and freeze also damaged fruit in Colorado, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. On the morning of 
the 14th Abilene, Tex.., reported a low of 21, Waco, Tex. 28°, and 
Jackson, Miss., 32° (a late season low), Jacksonville, 89° on the 
TSuiag as 


Unseasonacly high temperatures in south central areas early in-the 
week rose to the middle and upper 70's in the Ohio Valley, and Laredo, 
Tex., recorded 101° {an early season record) on the llth. Colder 
weather on the 13th, however, lowered temperatures as much as 40° 
in 24 hours in some south central areas, and also resulted in large 
temperature ranges for the week. Ait Rio Grande City, Tex., weekly 
extremes ranged from 103° to 38°, 


The week's precipitation totaled over one--half inch in most sections 

of Atlantic coastal States, in the northern Plains, upper Mississippi 

Valley, and Lake Region, and along the north Pacific Coast, but 

was generally under a quarter of an inch elsewhere. From the lower 

Mississippi Valley almost to the Pacizic Coast no measurable 

moisture was reported. Most precipitation in northern areas fell 

in the form of snow. On the morning of the 13th snow in northern 
reat Plains had accumulated to 1d inches at Rapid City, S. Dak., 

and 10 inches at Huron, 5. Dak., 7 inches at Cheyenne, Wyo,, and 

8 inches at Havre, Mont, 


The moisture deficiency was eased considerably in the Norther 
Interior by moderate to heavy precipitation during the week. In 
contrast severe droughty conditions were further intensified in 

the central and southern portions of the western Plains by continued 
dry weather and several very windy days. The most critically 

dry area included south central and southwestern Nebraska, western 
portions of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, most of New Mexico, 
and much of Colorado, where the total precipitation for the last 

13 weeks was generally less than one-half inch and less than one- 
fourth inch in some sections. Most of southeastern New Mexico 
and the western quarter of Texas has received less than 1 inc! 

of moisture during the last 146 days. (Summary Supplied by 

U. S. Weather Bureau). 
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First Reported Records of Season (by areas): Alfalfa weevil adults 
appearing in Utah and Maryland March 9. Clover leaf weevil 
larvae in Maryland March 8, Eastern tent caterpillar infestation 
im Hast Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiane, Marcn 13. First corn 
earworm or bollworm moth collected at Baton Rouge, Louisiana , 
March 12, Green June beetle appearing in tobacco beds in 
Maryland and Tennessee. 
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SUMMARY OF INSECT CONDITIONS - 1y53 
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Reported by Waldo Craig 


The ‘outbreak of a me ejOr epidemic Of armyworm, the occurrence 
of aed X of periodical cicada, and the attention given a few new 
imSsects, Msg tle becom 28 oe Dee in the aa were ie 


caring 1988, Bone nitidalid beetles suce estully pen Silies oak 
wilt under experimental conditions and a serpentine leaf miner of 
potato was on the increase in one section of the State, An outbreak 
e the apple maggot occurred in one abandoned orchard in Berkeley 
County and was found in apples 2s trom era and Fayette Counties, 
Results of surveys for such poten eilik y dangerous pests as the 
Ruropean chater and the white-fringe 6 yet were negative. 


ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) occurred in local fields through- 
on plate, Damaje was mostly to Seley and hay ee The attack 
rn 


Was over by June. Prom ceports received the a nay W in was 
very numerous in Ohio and Mason Counties and gen sete present 
in Hancock and Marshall Counties. Outoreaks were also reported 


trom: die enees Hardy, Preston, Randolph, ee ler, Berkeley, 
summers and Putnam, Little effort was made to control this pest 
and infestations yenerally disappeared before control operations 
could be initiated. 


Counts on EUROPEAN eee BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) in three 
counties varied from 13 to 81 borers per hundred i pla ants, The degree 
of infestation is aon Same as past years . Lhe unusual abundance of 


this pest in Nicholas County in 1954 did net recur in 1953. 


PERIODICAL CICADA (Magicicada septendecim) appeared on pecs cocls 
in the known infested areas of the State. The area occupied by this 
brood included all of Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley and jeter Son 
Counties; and parts of Mineral, Grant, Hardy and Fayette Counties, 
Adults generally were of record abundance, 
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BLACK PEACH APHID (Anuraphis persicae-niger) completely des- 
troyed developing buds of some peach trees in Taylor, Lewis and 
Kanawha Counties. The usual orchard pests, including CODLING 
MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER 
(Argyrotaenia velutinana) and PLUM CURCULIO (Conotrachelus 
nenuphar), were reported to be avout averaye in abundance in the 
eastern Panhandle area while ROSY APPILE APHID (Anuraphis 
roseus) and ORCHARD MITES were less abundant than usual in 
that area. The number of JAPANESE BEETLE (Popillia japonica) 
in infested areas was slightly less in 1953 than preceding two years, 
A noticeable reduction occurred in Berkeley and Jefferson Counties. 
Infested area of central West Virginia and along the Ohio River was 
about same as in 1952, Along the periphery of the general infested 
area there was an increase, with greatest increase in Kanawha Valley 
in Kanawha and Fayette Counties, 


Among other observations made during the year were the noticeable 
absence of the APHID which infested orchard grass in 1904 and a 
continuing reduction in the number of LOCUST LEAF MINERS and 
EASTERN ‘TENT CATERPILLARS, The outbreak of Hyalopteroides 
dactylidis, reported in 1952, apparently disappeared this year. 
There was a moderate infestation of EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR 
(Malacosoma americanum) near Charleston, but only scattered nests 
were observed or reported elsewhere, LOCUST LEAF MINER 
(Chalepus dorsalis) caused noticeable damage locally near Clarksburg 
and Gassaway. FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) was scarce 

in all sections visited. BAGWORM (Thyridopteryx ephemeraeformis) 
while quite abundant yenerally and especially in the Charleston area, 
was less evident than in 1952. Generally, where examinations were 
made, larvae heavily ‘parasitized. 


Unusual insects occurring in noticeable numbers included defoliators 
of oaks and other timoer trees in Preston and Monroe Counties, and 
an aphid on red pine over a wide area. The aphid (Schizolachnus 
pini-radiatae) reported on red pine in 1952, was found generally in 
the nurseries in north central counties. A sawfly (unidentified) was 
reported as defoliating forest areas in Preston County and an outbreak 
of a destructive insect on oaks in Monroe County was investigated. 


There is little to report about other pests commonly present in de- 
structive numbers. MITES, in general, were scarce, Rose growers 
reported destructive numbers early in the season and damage to 


lima beans was reported from Morgantown area. CLOVER MITE 
(Bryobia praetiosa) caused some concern in the Charleston area 
homes, Aphids, corn earworm, Mexican bean beetle, grasshoppers, 
cabbageworms, spittlebugs and leafhoppers occurred in usual 
numbers. LEAFHOPPERS were destructive to beans, alfalfa and 
potatoes and, to some observers, they seemed more numerous than 
usual, Many yellowing fields of alfalfa were observed scattered 
throughout the State; leafhoppers probably caused most of this 
damage. 


There were some fairly common pests that seemed more prevalent 
than usual in 1953. A FLEA BEETLE (Epitrix sp.) caused unusually 
heavy damage. Early plantings of beans suffered heavily, locally, 
trom root maggots. Nurseries in the north central counties suffered 
heavy damage to Norway spruce from SPRUCE GALI. APHIDS: 
Chermes abietis was general and Pineus similis occurred in one 
MUGS ye 


Miscellaneous notes: EUROPEAN PINE SHOOT MOTH (Rhyacionia 
buoliana) was common on red pine in the northern Panhandle, damage 
reported in Taylor County. Borers were unusually numerous in dog- 
wood in the southwestern counties and vorers in woody plants generally 
were more abundant than usual. A light infestation of PITCH TWIG 
MOTH (Petrova comstockiana) occurred in a nursery in Mercer 
County. A serpentine leaf miner on potatoes, probably of the 
Liriomyza spp. complex, observed for the first time in the State in 
1952 in Randolph County, was more prevelent in the same area in 

1953, No reports were received concerning the weevil (Cyrtepistomus 
castaneus) found feeding on oaks and other plants, and entering homes 
in the Charleston vicinity in 1902. 


New or Unusual Records in Western Washington 


SPRUCE SPIDER MITE (Paratetranychus ununguis) was found injuring 
spruce at Puyallup August 12, Later, specimens were received 

from Seattle. A ROOT APHID (Thecabius populi-monilis) was found 
feeding on roots of lettuce in Puyallup Valley, October 1. Apparently 
these are first records for Western Washington. The GARDEN 
CENTIPEDE (Scutigerella immaculata) appeared in destructive 
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numbers in western Washington for the first time in 1953, Infestations 


were found on Southwestern Washington Experiment Station grounds 
at Vancouver and in the Puyallup Valley west of Experiment 

Station Farm No. 2. These infestations may be several years old 
but were brought to attention for the first time in 1953. 


A ROOT WEEVIL (Panscopus torpidus) was taken May 7 in a rasp- 
berry planting between Sumner and Orting, Adults were defoliating 
newly-set plants. An interesting feature of this discovery is the 
early date on which adults appeared. A SCALE (Asterolecanium 
arabidis) was found infesting and killing broom in roadside plantings 
on U.S. Highway 99 below Fort Lewis. Cytisus kewensis was the 
variety most severely damaged. A LEAF MINER (Argyresthia 
cupressella) was found in severely damaged branches and twigs of 
cypress June 29. (Breakey and Howitt). 
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st Nematode survey 195i, 5A, 53e 


Federal-State survey was undertaken in that State in 1951 to determine 
the distribution of this nematode, now called H, tabacum Lownsbery 
and Lownsbery (Helminthol. Soc. Wash. Proc. 21(1): 42-47, 1954). 
Surveys were conducted on tobacco, potato and other agricultural 
land in the area in which the original find was madeand later extended 
to include adjacent agricultural areas in Massachusetts. 


Since other types of nematodes were known to cause considerable 
damage to tobacco, it was considered advisable to determine whether 
or not tobacco cyst nematodes had become established in other tobacco 
growing states. Such a survey was undertaken in 1953 in Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, 


Surveys were carried out ope 1951, 19d2,) and 1953 im 104 counties in 
ll states during which time 25, 594 soil samples Were Collected, Tre- 
presentative of approximately 28, 830 acres, (in tol tobacco eget 
nematodes were found on four fields in Connecticut. There were no 
tobacco cyst nematodes recovered from fields surveyed in Mass2- 
chusetts in 1901 or 1952, In the 9 states surveyed in 1953 all soil 
samples were determined to be negative. (Spears). 


Following the determination 
that Heterodera sp. was attacking tobacco in Connecticut, a cooperative 


Se 


payin mi Vo Lanes bio 
a3 bars , i me 4 
i uh SERRA ah 


